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Described by London’s “Gramophone” as a “magician, bewitching our ears”, Ilya Kaler is one of the most 
outstanding personalities of the Violin today. Kaler’s recordings of the Paganini Caprices have been deemed 
by American Record Guide to be "in a class by themselves" combining "the perfection, passion, and phrase 
sculpting of Michael Rabin with the energy, excitement, and immediacy of Jascha Heifetz." 
 
Among the many awards are 1st Prizes and Gold Medals at the Tchaikovsky (1986), the Sibelius (1985) and 
the Paganini (1981) Competitions. One of the most sought-after teachers in the world, Ilya Kaler served as a 
Professor of Violin at the Indiana University School of Music in Bloomington, IN, and the Eastman School of 
Music in Rochester, NY, and is currently a Professor of Violin at DePaul University School of Music in 
Chicago, IL. He regularly serves as a jury member at the international violin competitions throughout the 
world. Ilya Kaler, his wife Olga and their two young sons, Daniel and Ariel, live in Wilmette, IL. 
 
 
 
*No tickets or reservations are required. 
 
Students performing are from the studios of 
Elmar Oliveira and Carol Cole.  
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